
 

 

On Saturday, August 29th, Pastor Remigijus 
Matulaitis and Kristina Okunytė were united 
in marriage.  Remigijus serves as the pastor of 
the Kybartai United Methodist Church.  The 
service was held at the Pilviskiai UMC and 
was led by District Superintendent, John 
Campbell.  Friends from most of our United 
Methodist Churches were present for this spe-
cial occasion.  Congratulations to Remigijus 
and Kristina. 

Lithuanian Pastor  

Remigijus Marries 

Thoughts on the Way—from Bishop Alsted 

We are changing 
the world... 
 
Two workers in 
children’s church 

were interviewed by a church 
magazine about their ministry. 
Immediately one of them 
started to talk about their pro-
gram and about the experi-
ences, he had. The other one 
answered: “We are in the proc-
ess of changing the world.” 
 
I am a sworn supporter of the 
latter perspective.  But I do 
know from experience, how 
hard it is to stick to that per-
spective in a board meeting 
discussing which color to paint 
the walls, or when someone 
feels the urgent need to remind 
the pastor, that he forgot to 
mention the choir rehearsal on 
Wednesday. 
 
”We are painting the church. 
We are discussing whether to 
buy fair trade coffee. We are 
welcoming people to worship. 
We are planning a scout meet-
ing. We are planning a taize 
devotion.” – It doesn’t exactly 
sound like we are changing the 
world. And when we hear about 

the church that grew from 5 
people to 4000 people in 5 
years, has 4 mission projects in 
Africa and 3 in Asia, doing crea-
tive worship service, and just 
planted a new church and 
started a shelter for street chil-
dren, our own church sounds 
just as interesting as the local 
pizza joint. And we begin to 
ask:  Does this church make 
any difference? Are we chang-
ing the world – or are we just 
growing older? 
 
But we are changing the world, 
and if I wasn’t aware of it be-
fore; I am now having led my 6 
first annual conferences. Nor-
way, Sweden, Estonia, Finland, 
Lithuania, Latvia and Denmark 
are different because of the 
presence of the United Method-
ist Church. Let me just mention 
a few examples: The multi cul-
tural church in Gamla Karleby 
(Finland), 4 excellent worship 
services on national from  S:t 
Jakobs Kyrka in Gothenburg 
(Sweden), The mission project 
water to Monunu in DR Congo 
(Denmark) and Working with 
integration of refugees at Fami-
liecentret Grünerlökka in Oslo 
(Norway), diaconal ministry 
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among children The Lighthouse 
(Estonia) and I could go on and 
on. Every day, week after week 
the United Methodist Church  
in the Nordic and Baltic coun-
tries is in the process of chang-
ing the world – it happens, 
when the church does, what it 
does best and what Jesus 
Christ called us to do: To make 
disciples. 

The world is changed person by 
person. A person enters into a 
life changing process when he 
or she gets to know Jesus 
Christ – this process impacts 
thoughts, attitudes, words and 
deeds – it impacts families, 
friendships, workplaces, 
schools, streets and neighbor-
hoods – it changes the world. 
Every day there are people and 
local Methodist churches in the 
Nordic and Baltic countries that 
cross their own boundaries, 
take risks, do their utmost, 
pray, believe and act in numer-
ous creative ways and under 
very diverse circumstances to 
make this happen.  
We are moving, we are on the 
way 
 
Christian AlstedChristian AlstedChristian AlstedChristian Alsted    
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Sanciai Organizes Community Event 

On May 16th, a beautiful and 
shiny day, there was a celebra-
tion in the stadium of Ziburys 
secondary school in Kaunas – 
the outing of Sanciai. Guests, 
who arrived to the celebration, 
were entertained and spent 
time together getting ac-
quainted. Thus the first celebra-
tion of the people of this region 
began, during which songs were 
sung and children danced. 

The people of Sanciai district 
crowded to the outing with 
families – 200 persons overall. 
Amateur performers, gathered 
in the district, showed their 
talents. Also children from San-
ciai pre-school in Kaunas, M. 
Valancius‘ primary school in 
Kaunas, pre-school “Ziburelis”, 
Ziburys secondary school in 
Kaunas and kindergarten 
“Zilvitis” and also members 
from the Centre of Disabled 

Youth‘s Employment and the 
United Methodist Church in 
Kaunas sang and danced there 
– 10 groups overall. Guests 
from Birzai  – a Bell Choir from 
the United Methodist Church – 
also provided special music. 

The participants of the event 
rejoiced at the songs of well-
known local performer of San-
ciai – a singer Merunas Vitul-
skis. 

The organizers were happy 
that God gave a wonderful day, 
good weather and a numerous 
quantity of participants.    

We rejoice and thank all who 
took part in the event, as well 
as singers, dancers and sup-
porters, who contributed to the 
organization of the feast.  San-
ciai UMC was the primary or-
ganizer of this special event 
and it was an opportunity to 
share with the community some 

of the special things about our 
Methodist tradition. 

May God bless you all! 

Laurijana Budzinauskaite, Laurijana Budzinauskaite, Laurijana Budzinauskaite, Laurijana Budzinauskaite, 

Youth Coordinator 

Aurelius Augustus, one of the 
influential teachers of the 
Church, had said: "Only God in 
Heaven has a cathedral, in 
which He teaches the truth, 

and the man with this cathedral 
is concerned as a farmer with a 
tree. However, the farmer does 
not make a tree, but grows it. 
Therefore, a man can’t be 

called the provider 
of education, but 
may be called a 
manager of educa-
tion."  
 
Both youth and 
children gather 
eagerly in Birzai 
UMC. In summer 
classes are held 
twice a week, but 
from autumn till 
summer they are 
held every day. 
Children get some 
warm food for their 
bodies and spiri-
tual food for their 
souls. Also various 
trips are organized 
for children and 
celebrations are 
kept there. 
 
Girls play in the 
Bell Choir; chime 

Youth and Children Active in Birzai 

music is very often heard not 
only during worship, but also 
during various celebrations of 
the town.  
 
Every child is welcome in our 
church. We are very pleased 
that more and more children 
and young people open the 
door of God‘s house, and it‘s 
more gratifying when they re-
main and live with God's Word, 
particularly during these times 
when a society is secular 
enough, so one needs to have 
God's gift to be able to engage 
children, especially youth. I 
rejoice at the leaders of chil-
dren‘s and youth‘s groups, who 
do this job, as well as the pas-
tor, who not only hears out, but 
also advices how to behave in 
various situations. 
 
"Wisdom teaches its children 
and cares about those who 
seek for it"(Sir 4, 11).  
 

Oksana Pieciene,Oksana Pieciene,Oksana Pieciene,Oksana Pieciene,    
Children and Youth Coordinator 
in the United Methodist Church 
in Birzai  
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Youth Camp Travels to “Jerusalem Market Place” 

Time runs quickly... It seems 
only yesterday we were small 
children, made little steps, 
learned to say first our words 
tentatively and pronounce let-
ters: A, B, C…  

If only time could stop or we 
had a time machine, by which 
we could return to childhood or 
to these times when knights’ 
fights were… When God fed 
hungry and sick ones…  

On August 17–21 we trav-
elled by “the time machine”. 
For five days in Latvia, the terri-
tory of “Wesley Camp”, the 
youth camp of the United Meth-
odist Church in Lithuania, 
named “The Market of Jerusa-
lem”, was held. The participants 
had an opportunity to move to 
Jesus’ times, to old Jerusalem 
and its market. We didn’t buy or 

sell anything; just various activi-
ties were held, which had their 
names. There were some 
towns, which are mentioned in 
the Bible, – Athens, Jerusalem, 
Alexandria, Bethlehem, and 
Nineveh… In every town camp-
ers could learn and try making 
something. There were a lot of 
activities and all of them were 
related to Jesus’ times. Youth 
wove baskets, straps, wipers, 
markers and modeled little 
angels, bells and crosses. The 
most popular activity was jew-
elry making – engaged boys 
and girls strung “Anglicans’ 
prayer beads”, made markers 
and wove bracelets of denim. 
Also youth took pleasure in 
learning different tricks with 
strings, tasting unleavened 
bread with honey and cinna-

mon, 
hearing 
and see-
ing a lot 
of won-
derful 
stories 
from the 
Bible and 
experi-
encing 
the cere-
mony of 
washing 
feet and 
hands, 
hearing 
stories 
about it 
from the 
Bible. 

Also they played team games, 
learned writing peculiarities of 
Hebrew, made wooden crosses, 
set mosaic or just rejoiced at 
surrounding company. During 
these activities all wore clothes 
from Jesus’ times. All was like 
then when Jesus taught his 
pupils to do good works.  

And thus we travelled by “the 
time machine” to the market of 
Jerusalem every day. When 
activities were not held, the 
campers played basketball and 
baseball, washed dishes and 
peeled potatoes, rejoiced at 
waves of the sea and warm 
beams of the sun. And in eve-
nings we all friendly gathered 
and glorified God, sang songs 
and elected the most out-
standing Christian, showed our 
talents, sat by the fire with the 
sound of guitar and new 
friends’ smiles.  

Such was our journey to the 
market of Jerusalem in Latvia, 
the youth camp of the United 

 

Methodist Church in Lithuania.  
It was my first organized 

camp. I apologize if something 
didn’t succeed; I will improve 
and the other camp will be 
more fun and interesting.  

I am sincerely thankful to all 
who contributed to the organi-
zation of this camp: pastors, 
guests from America, support-
ers, leaders, shepherds, transla-
tors, cooks, disc jockeys and all 
participants.  

A special thanks to Clarice 
Moore, Eryn Moore and Nona 
Howard who shared “Godly 
Play” stories at camp and also 
David Moore, Gene Wasson and 
Debbie Wasson who brought 
materials and led shops for the 
Market Place.  These friends 
from American helped to make 
this a very special Youth Camp. 

May God bless you all! 

LaurijanaLaurijanaLaurijanaLaurijana,  The coordinator 

of the youth activity in LUMC  

Clarice Moore from Fairbanks, Alaska tells Godly Play Story while Pastor Grazina translates. 
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Doctors Provide Care for Needy 

July 17–19, 2009 
Good works – “which are 

taken through Christ and are 
acceptable to God, they raise 
from the true and alive faith, 
because through them our faith 
becomes visible” (“People of 
Faith”, Third Book, p. 79). 

Thus some doctors – Inara 
Serafinaviciene, Vanda 
Burneikiene (from St. Luke’s 
UMC in Siauliai) and Danute 
Gaveniene (from Kaunas UMC) 
– and nurses – Jelena 
Povilavicienė and Birute –
expressed their faith. On July 
17–19 they consulted people 
who sought for medical advice 
in Birzai UMC and Help for Fam-
ily Centre in Paceriaukste. 

God gifted a wonderful time. 
Raimondas Piecia, the priest 

of Birzai UMC, and a chairper-
son Ausra Jurkevičiene met 
guests warmly, roomed them in 
the Church,in guest-chambers, 
and after entertainment the 

participants of the mission un-
dertook their work. From 6 
pm.people started gathering 
who were registered for the 
consultation. 

First of all people were met by 
nurses – Jelena and Birute: 
they registered, measured 
blood pressure and did other 
procedures. 

Doctors received all patients, 
who waited intending to share 
their health problems and pain, 
and their joy, too. Children’s 
doctor Vanda Burneikiene re-
joiced seeing children of the 
new generation, who were 
brought by “grown children”. 

Next day the 
mission was 
continued in the 
Help for Family 
Centre in Paceri-
aukste. From 10 
a. m. people 
waited for doc-
tors’ consulta-
tions. Guests 
were met by a 
worker of the 
centre, and doc-
tors started 
consultations in 
separate rooms.   

During the 
mission doctors 
consulted 25 
persons from Birzai UMC and 
28 persons from the Centre of 
Paceriaukste overall. Pharma-
ceuticals and vitamins for chil-
dren and grown-ups were given.   

Faithfully serving God and our 
neighbors, thanking for forgiv-
ing God’s love, in which we live 

and through 
which we are 
judged, acknowl-
edging our faith 
that every person 
has an immeas-
urable value, we 
renew our prom-
ise to become 
faithful witnesses 
of Gospel not 
only in the entire 
world, but in our 
social life and 
work, too. 
I am thankful to 

the participants of the Doctors’ 
Mission for their work and love 
and to the community of Birzai 

UMC and the Help for Family 
Centre in Paceriaukste for their 
warm welcome.  

Visiting of seniorsVisiting of seniorsVisiting of seniorsVisiting of seniors    
During the first days of Sep-

tember the Sanciai UMC re-
ceived guests – the team of our 
partner church. From Monday 
till Thursday Dr. Bill and a nurse 
Gale visited seniors, for whom a 
surprise waited – photos were 
delivered which were done 
three years ago, when Bill and 
Gale stayed in Kaunas. They 
were pleased to hear that 
guests didn’t forget about them 
and prayed for their health. 
When visiting seniors, guests 
gave vitamins and carpets for 
praying, made by woman’s 
hands. Guests visited 15 per-
sons in their homes and hospi-
tals.   

Zaneta Rimskyte, District Zaneta Rimskyte, District Zaneta Rimskyte, District Zaneta Rimskyte, District 

Humanitarian CoordinatorHumanitarian CoordinatorHumanitarian CoordinatorHumanitarian Coordinator    
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Taurage Hosts Team from Geneva 

This summer enriched a spiri-
tual life of the small community 
of the United Methodist Church 
in Taurage again. On June 12–
21 we were visited by a group 
of six persons from the Geneva 
UMC (Illinois, USA). It was a new 
wonderful event during this 
year, which enlivened our com-
munal life and gave us some 
spiritual strength and under-
standing that we are loved by 
God and our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ, who live over the 
Atlantic.  During those days we 
participated in worship, Bible 
study, led by the guest profes-
sor Phillip Jamieson; together 
with him we visited ill and 
poorly living members of the 
community. A lot of good things 
can be told when one remem-
bers those days. But the most 
important thing was strengthen-
ing of the partnership connec-
tions and sharing our wit-
nesses, life stories, a common 
prayer and food on an everyday 
table. The schedule of those 
days was so full, that a group 
divided into two groups, be-

cause they wanted to see more 
things and talk to people, and 
almost every day they met in 
guesthouse only in evenings.  
People of our community were 
affected by Rev. Matthew John-
son‘s aim to make a documen-
tary film „Faith in Lithuania“ , 
for which he interviewed youth, 
people in the streets and those 
who attend church. I am thank-
ful to people of the community, 
who opened the door of their 
houses to our guests, also to 
women who prepared food, to 
youth, who helped translating 
voluntarily during travels, meet-
ings and interviews. This year, 
like last year, the Bible camp 
for children was held even for 
two days, in which 37 children 
from Taurage UMC and Taurage 
Children‘s Foster Home 
„Saltinelis“ participated. Also 
the guests‘ group visited 
Taurage castle, a Hill of 
Crosses, towns of Telsiai, Si-
auliai, Birzai, Kaunas and Jur-
barkas, also Methodist priest P. 
Plyciuvaitis‘ grave in the ceme-
tery of Taurage. Guests shared 

their faith and teaching of 
God‘s Word leading the seminar 
for priests of LUMC, lay speak-
ers and church leaders in Kau-
nas UMC, Sanciai. Also we vis-
ited Robertas Piecia, the mayor 
of Taurage. During this meeting 
new possibilities of expanding 
friendship not only among 
churches appeared: Kelly 
Nowak gave Kevin R. Burns‘, 
the mayor of Geneva, regards 
and the proposal to contract 
connections of cultural partner-
ship between these two towns 
in USA and Lithuania to the 
mayor of Taurage. Also we vis-
ited children in Taurage Foster 
Home. During partners‘ visit the 
meeting of the community peo-
ple was organized in the site of 
the future church in Preziden-
tas st., to which we invited not 
only people of the community 
with their families, friends, but 
also friends of our church, with 
whom we keep terms many 
years: persons from the Foster 
Home, also choir musicians and 
singers from Taurage Society of 
the Disabled and the group of 
accordionists from Music 
school, who embellished this 
entertainment by their music 
and songs. District superinten-
dent John Campbell and build-
ing coordinator Egle Griskevici-
ute also arrived to the commu-
nity meeting. It was a wonderful 
entertainment, in which almost 
100 people took part. I thank 
God and you all, who were to-
gether with us those days.  

“A lazy hand carries poverty, “A lazy hand carries poverty, “A lazy hand carries poverty, “A lazy hand carries poverty, 
and hands of the laborious and hands of the laborious and hands of the laborious and hands of the laborious 
ones enrich” (Proverbs 10, 4).ones enrich” (Proverbs 10, 4).ones enrich” (Proverbs 10, 4).ones enrich” (Proverbs 10, 4).    
On June 29–July 5 a Work 
camp in “Wesley Camp”, Latvia, 
was organized. In this camp we 
all together – a team from 
Lithuania, America and Latvia – 
cleared, worked and repaired 
the territory of “Wesley Camp” 
for one week, so the other sum-
mer camps could be organized 
here. In the camp we felt what 
living outdoors means when 

disassociating from noise of the 
town, we glorified Lord by songs 
and prayers, took a swim in the 
sea, spent evenings by the fire, 
did handiworks, showed our 
talents, taught campers Lithua-
nian songs and traditional 
dances, got to know about 
other nations’ cultures and 
found new friends from Latvia 
and America.  
I am sincerely grateful to the 
members of the United Method-
ist Church in Lithuania, who 

went to this Labor 
camp and helped to 
clear and repair the 
Wesley camp. Thanks 
to you children and 
youth, who camped 
here all summer, 
might rejoice at the 
tidy and pleasant envi-
ronment.  

Laurijana,Laurijana,Laurijana,Laurijana,    
The coordinator of the 

youth ministry in LUMC  

Youth Attend Wesley Days Work Camp 

We are happy that we have 
such wonderful partners and 
our friendship and partnership 
are continued. God sees our 
hearts and he knows all our 
wishes. Today His word is alive 
among us, too. I pray God to 
strengthen and retain those 
things which he gives us – faith, 
love and hope – and support 
our partnership and community 
in Christ. We don‘t know all 
what is prepared for us by God, 
but our hearts are opened to 
Him. I am thankful to God for 

you, dear people, in Taurage 
and Geneva UMC, for that I can 
be with you – see and know you 
and talk to you. I thank God for 
everyone of you and pray His 
bliss, His leading for all of us – 
in Geneva and Taurage. I be-
lieve that God joins us, because 
he loves us.  
 
In Christ,  

Rev. Vidas  MicutaRev. Vidas  MicutaRev. Vidas  MicutaRev. Vidas  Micuta    
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“There are always not enough “There are always not enough “There are always not enough “There are always not enough 
good words under the sun good words under the sun good words under the sun good words under the sun ––––    
words of love, truth and grati-words of love, truth and grati-words of love, truth and grati-words of love, truth and grati-
tude. And we often separate tude. And we often separate tude. And we often separate tude. And we often separate 
without telling these words to without telling these words to without telling these words to without telling these words to 
each other, and carry them each other, and carry them each other, and carry them each other, and carry them 
away suppressing them in our away suppressing them in our away suppressing them in our away suppressing them in our 
hearts. And we pass a bird, a hearts. And we pass a bird, a hearts. And we pass a bird, a hearts. And we pass a bird, a 
tree, a flowered rye and a suf-tree, a flowered rye and a suf-tree, a flowered rye and a suf-tree, a flowered rye and a suf-
fering man indifferently, as if fering man indifferently, as if fering man indifferently, as if fering man indifferently, as if 
we weren’t brothers of one land we weren’t brothers of one land we weren’t brothers of one land we weren’t brothers of one land 
and children of one sun.”and children of one sun.”and children of one sun.”and children of one sun.”    
 (Just. Marcinkevicius) 
The last Friday of spring a 

children’s team from different 
towns and places – regions of 
Akmene, Kaisiadoriai, Ke-
dainiai, Kaunas and Elektrenai 
– gathered at a café “Shelter of 
the Bear”, established in the 
region of Kaunas. Here Lithua-
nian Society of the Disabled 
and Public Enterprise “Via Con-
cordia” organized a wonderful 
entertainment, dedicated to the 
International Day of Children’s 

Defense. 
The essential idea of this 

event was a development of 
children’s tolerance towards 
people beside them, without 
reference to their appearance, 
living place, nationality, religion 
and their parents. Therefore a 
lot of healthy and sick children 
and grown-up of different ages, 
nationalities, religions took part 
in the event. We, members of 
the United Methodist Church, 
were also invited to this enter-
tainment. We could play, amuse 
in attractions, model from clay, 
draw, communicate with 
friendly “foxes”, enjoy a concert 
of the musical group “16 Hz”, 
write wishes to children of the 
entire world, rejoice at received 
gifts – plushy toys, – participate 
in sports contest or watch a 
show of the professional partici-
pants of motocross, and also 
sing several songs for all par-

ticipants. It was a special day 
for us.  

We are sincerely thankful to 
organizers for the given oppor-
tunity to take part in such a 
wonderful event and show our 
talents to others. May God 
bless big and small ones, and 
all children of the Earth… 

Laurijana, Laurijana, Laurijana, Laurijana,     
The coordinator of the youth 

activity in LUMC  

Gabija Baptized in Birzai 

Gabija, daughter of Raimondas and Ok-

sana Piečia, was baptized at the Birzai 

UMC on Sunday, August 30th.  Congratu-
lations to Gabija and her parents. 


